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The 2026 Piccolo Spoleto Festival isn’t 
just for grown-ups. We’ve got lots of 
fun for children of all ages. Just look for 
the star next to all children and family-
friendly events filled with stories and 
music and laughter. And the kids’ finale 
is Kid Karaoke at OCA’s headquarters 
in June. Yes, we’re calling all future 
Broadway stars, Grammy winners or 
kids who just like to sing. This lively 
event is designed especially for children 
to explore their love of music, build 
confidence and have a ball with friends. 
Kids can choose from a wide selection 
of popular songs—from classic favorites 
to today’s biggest hits—and take the 
stage in a supportive, judgment-free 
environment.

6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. | Tuesday, June 2
Cannon Street Arts Center

A PLACE 
FOR CHILDREN
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- Children and family-friendly events
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6 PM

Sundown Poetry
featuring Evelyn Berry 
Evelyn Berry, the trans, South-
ern author of Grief Slut (Sun-
dress Publications, 2024) and 
the chapbooks Buggery 
(Bateau Press, 2020) and T4T 
(Small Harbor Editions, 2026) 
and recipient of the National 
Endowment for the Arts Poetry 
Fellowship will read from their 
work in a performance followed 
by a reception at Buxton Books, 
160 King Street. 
6 p.m. | Washington Square 
Park | 80 Broad Street 

OCA Hosts Open Mic
For Future Superstars 

Kids of all ages are invited to 
come and take the mic for the 
first ever Kids Karaoke Night at 
the Cannon Street Arts Center.

6:30 p.m. | Tuesday, June 
2Cannon Street Arts Center

- Children and family-friendly events

Photo by Erika Giraud on Unsplash
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Lowcountry Inspirations  
Lowcountry Inspirations is a 
dynamic 45-minute journey 
into the heart of Gullah Geechee 
culture led by renowned 
performer, author and cultural 
interpreter Ron Daise. Through 
music, storytelling and engaging 
conversation, Daise shares the 
themes, traditions, language and 
lived experiences that have 
shaped his four decades of 
cultural work. Known to many as 
“Mr. Ron” from the award-win-
ning show “Gullah Gullah Island,” 
he brings warmth, wisdom, and 
authenticity to the stage. This 
interactive presentation invites 
audiences to add their voices 
and affirmations.
6 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Drummond Studio Gallery
12 Line Street, Suite 102

 7 PM

Sierra Club
Film Screening: 
“Leaning into the Wind”
The Sierra Club presents the 
documentary about artist Andy 
Goldsworthy's exploration of the 
world and himself through 
ephemeral and permanent 
workings on the landscape, 
cities and with his own body.
7 p.m. | College of Charleston 
202 Calhoun Street

10 AM

L'Organo featuring
Christoph Hintermüller
Christoph Hintermüller, Director 
of Music at St. Ignatius in Austin, 
Texas, presents the “American 
Rhapsody” of Pietro Yon and 
includes music from Bach, Franz 
Lehrndorfer and his own tran-
scription of Howard Shore’s “Lord 
of the Rings.” 
10 a.m. | St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
405 King Street

Meleana Cabales (mezzo-sopra-
no); Mozart’s “Sonata in C major, 
K. 330, 1st mvt.” – Xandra Smith 
(piano); “Violin Concerto No 2, in 
D major, K211, 1st mvt.” – Piper 
Walden (violin); “Smanie impla-
cabili” from Così fan tutte — 
Xandra Smith (mezzo-soprano.)
Noon | Simons Center Recital 
Hall | 54 St. Philip Street 

3 PM

Early Music Series:
Vivaldi's Four Seasons 
with Charleston Baroque
A cornerstone of classical music, 
Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons” comes 
alive in this vibrant performance. 
Featuring violin soloist Micah 
Gangwer with Charleston 
Baroque, this is a thrilling musi-
cal experience enhanced by the 
church’s remarkable acoustics.
3 p.m. | St. Mary's Catholic 
Church | 95 Hasell Street 

6 PM

Sundown Poetry 
featuring Kwoya
Fagin Maples 
Charleston native Kwoya Fagin 
Maples is a poet, woodworker 
and teacher of creative writing 
whose creative practice spans 
both literary and visual arts. She 
is the author of Long Eye, forth-
coming from Hub City Press 
2026; Mend, (University Press of 
Kentucky, 2018); and co-editor of I 
Witness: An Anthology of Docu-
mentary Poetry, forthcoming 
from Wesleyan University Press. 
Maples’ debut collection, Mend, 
received a 2019 Hurston/Wright 
Legacy Finalist Award for Poetry. 
Maples’ appearance will be 
followed by a reception at 
Buxton Books, 160 King Street. 
6 p.m. | Washington Square 
Park | 80 Broad Street 

12 PM

Music at Noon: Top Notes 
8-Hand Piano Ensemble  
The Top Notes 8-Hand Piano 
Ensemble – The Top Notes 
Piano Ensemble performs 
music arranged for 8-hand 
piano enlivened with wit, 
humor and commentary. The 
musicians, all life-long pianists 
and music educators, have 
crafted a repertoire that ranges 
from popular songs to classical 
pieces that have delighted 
audiences throughout South 
Carolina. Hearing four pianists 
playing two pianos at once and 
watching the choreography of 
40 fingers is a rare and exciting 
musical experience. 
Noon | Circular Congregational 
Church | 150 Meeting Street

Young Artists Series: 
Mostly Mozart 
Repertoire includes Mozart’s 
“Clarinet Quintet in A Major, 
K581, 1st mvt.” — Cecily Wright & 
Piper Walden (violins), Natalie 
Gizzo (viola), Bailey A. Ceurvorst 
(cello), Annie Rogers (clarinet); 
Beethoven’s “Duo in C major for 
violin and cello, 1st mvt.” — Anna 
Ilie (violin), Ian Suthon (cello); 
“Ach ich fühls” from Mozart’s 
Die Zauberflöte – Julia Boughter 
(soprano); Parto ma tu ben mio 
from La clemenza di Tito – 

june 4

Ellen Dressler Moryl
Annual Cello Concert
The OCA launches the first 
concert honoring renowned 
cellist Ellen Dressler Moryl, who 
was the founding director of the 
Office of Cultural Affairs and the 
Piccolo Spoleto Festival. Cellist 
Gabriel Martins, who gained 
recognition after winning both 
the Sphinx Competition and 
had recent debuts at Carnegie 
Hall, Davies Symphony Hall (San 
Francisco) and Maison 
Symphonique (Montréal), will 
perform to honor Moryl.
6 p.m.
City Gallery | 34 Prioleau St.
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 4 PM

Charleston Sound Chorus
Celebrate America’s 250th with 
the joyful sound of four-part a 
cappella harmony as Charleston 
Sound Chorus takes the stage at 
the Piccolo Spoleto Festival! This 
award-winning chapter of Sweet 
Adelines International brings 
passion, precision, and that 
signature barbershop “ring” to a 
spirited, all-American program.
4 p.m. | Cathedral of St. Luke
& St. Paul | 126 Coming Street

 

6 PM

Piccolo Spoleto Finale
Bring a picnic and the family to 
Piccolo Spoleto's annual closing 
event, The Finale at Hampton 
Park. This year's performance 
will feature the legendary sound 
of women in the history and 
evolution of Rock and Roll. 
Additionally, featuring Liz Kelley, 
and an auditioned opener, the 
evening's performers will fill the 
city with the resonant sound of 
timeless anthems and powerful 
vocals that celebrate the women 
who shaped the genre. 
6 p.m. | Hampton Park
30 Mary Murray Boulevard

2 PM

Sound of Charleston 
The Sound of Charleston, a 
Piccolo Spoleto favorite, will 
highlight Charleston’s rich 
musical heritage, from gospel 
spirituals to the music of George 
Gershwin, light classics of the St. 
Cecelia Society, Civil War camp 
songs and jazz standards. 
Performers include Ann Caldwell, 
former Mayor John Tecklenburg 
and the Bright Family Singers.
2 p.m. | Circular Congregational 
Church | 150 Meeting Street

Sundown Poetry
featuring Michal Rubin 
Hear Michal Rubin, an Israeli 
living in Columbia, SC and author 
There are days that I am dead; 
Your Stories look me in the eyes; 
of explores her connection to 
Israel, loving it, and rebuking it 
performance is followed by a 
reception at Buxton Books, 160 
King Street. 
6 p.m. | Washington Square 
Park | 80 Broad Street 

7 PM

A Gullah Good Time
Piccolo Spoleto is proud to 
welcome back, on the eve of the 
Piccolo Finale, a powerful 
concert by the Gullah Collective, 
a nine- piece band that 
percussionist, drummer and 
producer Calvin “CL” Baxter II 
founded to preserve and 
promote the sounds of the 
Gullah Geechee culture.  
Registration is required.
7 p.m. | Dock Street Theatre
135 Church Street 

7:30  PM

Winston-Salem Choral 
Artists: The Sacred Veil
Winston-Salem Choral Artists 
present The Sacred Veil, 
a deeply moving and 
contemplative work featuring 
texts by acclaimed poet 
Anthony Silverstri alongside 
journal entries by his late wife, 
Julie, whose life and experience 
form the heart of the piece. 
Audience members should be 
aware of its subject matter, 
particularly those sensitive to 
themes of illness and loss.
7:30 p.m. | Cathedral of St. 
Luke & St. Paul | 126 Coming 
Street 

June 6

June 7

OUR THANKS
The Charleston Office of 
Cultural Affairs would like 
to thank the entire city in 
advance for joining visitors 
when the city’s two festivals 
open. What’s that you say? 
Two festivals? Yes, the Piccolo 
Spoleto Festival opens on the 
same day as the nationally 
renowned Spoleto Festival 
USA! Piccolo is a local festival 
that invites residents from the 
Lowcountry, the state of South 
Carolina and neighboring 
states to come experience 
the best local music, local art 
and local food that Charleston 
has to offer.  Special kudos 
to the OCA team: Latanya 
Hardee, Mindy Manziano, Basil 
Punsalan, Anne Quattlebaum 
and Rachel Workman -- and 
Harrison Chapman, manager 
of the Charleston Farmers 
Markets.

“This project is funded in part 
by the South Carolina Arts 
Commission which receives 
support from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.”

The City also thanks: 

NOVANT for sponsoring 
the Piccolo Festival guide, 
volunteer T-shirts and 
Peninsula street pole signs

The Gaylord & Dorothy 
Donnelley Foundation for 
festival support.

The Kiawah Island Arts & 
Culture Events Council for 
the annual Piccolo Spoleto 
preview. Thank you, Rob 
Cushman and our friends on 
the island!


